
Damir Očko 
Posh Memory Bait, 2024 

gouache on paper, fabric, glitter, acrylic ink, tracing paper, mounted on archival cardboard 
150 x 100 cm 

Note: 
Symmetrophobia / Fear of symmetry 

Anagram: 
Symmetrophobia = Posh Memory Bait 



Damir Očko 
Hi Opera Oboist, 2024 

gouache on paper, fabric, glitter, acrylic ink, gold leaf, mounted on archival cardboard 
150 x 100 cm 

Note: 
Soteriophobia / Fear of dependence on others 

The Cattle egret is so called because unlike other types of egrets this is commonly found either 
riding on cattle or around them as they graze. Cattle egrets feed on prey ranging from insects to 

frogs and earthworms. They are popular birds with cattle ranchers as they serve an important 
biologic control role by feeding on ectoparasites. But one might encounter them even in places 

like Lanzarote, where the artist found them roaming cocktail bars and fetching food from tourists.

Anagram: 
Soteriophobia = Hi Opera Oboist 



Damir Očko 
Ah Albino Poem, 2021 

gouache on paper, dried ink, fabric, metallic foil 
76 x 58 cm

Note: 
Melanophobia / Fear of the color black 

Pelican covered in black crude oil  

Anagram: 
Melanophobia = Ah Albino Poem 



Damir Očko 
Comic Alpha Bio, 2023 

gouache on paper, fabric, foil, acrylic ink, gold leaf, glitter 
76 x 58 cm 

Note: 
Climacophobia / Fear of climbing or of falling down a set of 

stairs 

Anagram: 
Climacophobia = Comic Alpha Bio 



Damir Očko 
Big Hypo Moan, 2023 

gouache on paper, fabric, gold leaf, ink 
76 x 58 cm 

Note: 
Gymnophobia / Fear of nudity 

Composition reference: Marcel Duchamp’s 'Nude Descending a Staircase, 
No. 2' 

Anagram: 
Gymnophobia = Big Hypo Moan 



Damir Očko 
Piano Boat Homo, 2022 

gouache on paper, glitter, copper and silver leaf, fabric, spray paint 
76 x 58 cm 

Note: 
Onomatophobia / Fear of hearing a certain word or of names 

Anagram: 
Onomatophobia = Piano Boat Homo 



Damir Očko 
Homeopathic Bro, 2023 

gouache on paper, fabric, silver leaf, acrylic ink 
76 x 58 cm 

Note: 
Chrometophobia / Fear of money 

Anagram: 
Chrometophobia = Homeopathic Bro 



Damir Očko 
Phobia Homo, 2022 

gouache on paper, fabric, metallic foil 
76 x 58 cm 

Note: 
Homophobia 

Bouquet of wild roses that symbolise pleasure and pain, poppy flowers meaning “I am not free”, 
yellow carnations – disdain, disappointment and rejection, and amaryllis lily – pride. 

Anagram: 
Homophobia = Phobia Homo 



Damir Očko 
Hope Pair Bingo, 2024 

gouache on paper, fabric, glitter, gold leaf, acrylic ink, mounted on archival cardboard 
150 x 100 cm 

Note: 
Pnigerophobia / Fear of choking or of being smothered 

In chess, a smothered mate is a checkmate that occurs when a king is unable to move because it 
is completely surrounded (or smothered) by its own pieces. Almost every player brings their 
own pieces to the aid of their king when it is being attacked. However, if too many pieces are 

around a king, be aware of the dreaded smothered mate. 

Anagram: 
Pnigerophobia = Hope Pair Bingo 



Damir Očko 
Bio Hothead Romp, 2024 

gouache on paper, fabric, gold leaf, acrylic ink, aquarelle, mounted on archival cardboard 
150 x 100 cm 

Note: 
Medorthophobia / Fear of an erect penis 

With its glittering gold details and sequins, ‘el traje de luces’ (‘suit of lights’) is the suit worn by 
bullfighters in Spain. The attire is based on the flamboyant costumes of the 18th-century 

dandies and showmen involved in bullfighting. Later adornments include the ‘montera’ hat, more 
elaborate embroidery, and decorative accessories. However, the suit is tailored without a 

pouch for the genitals, resulting in unexpected bulges that form on the inner thigh. 

Anagram: 
Medorthophobia = Bio Hothead Romp 



Damir Očko 
Roam Phobia, 2023 

gouache on paper, fabric, chalk dust, gold leaf, acrylic ink 
76 x 58 cm 

Note: 
Romaphobia is a form of bigotry consisting of hostility, prejudice, discrimination, and 

xenophobia specifically directed at Romani people. 

In 2023, Gipsy – a female Northern Bald Ibis, a species that became extinct in Croatia in the 
18th century – died in the Neretva delta under circumstances described as “suspicious” by 
nature conservation NGOs. The ibis has reappeared in Croatia in recent years thanks to the 

LIFE Northern Bald Ibis project, which is carrying out the reintroduction of this species in 
Austria. The birds are trained to migrate south, towards the Adriatic coast. Unfortunately, 

some of them get lost there.

Anagram: 
Romaphobia = Roam Phobia 




